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Abstract:

Pandita Ramabai (1858-1922) wrote extensively from her different positions as a social
reformer, an activist, a traveler, a deeply spiritual person, as an institution builder and her
compulsions led her to pen thoughts. She wrote about the nature and experience of
oppressive patriarchal practices, particularly in the context of widowhood, and other
distresses in a woman’s life. She was a participant observer who wrote about the women’s
question with a piercing gaze. In her books Stri Dharma Niti (1882) and The High Caste
Hindu Women (1888), she depicted the darkest side of the life of the Hindu widows most of
them mere child in the high caste family and the treatment they receive in the family as well
as in the society. Ramabai stands apart from many of her contemporaries, in a number of
ways. This is the reason why, we choose to consider her a social entrepreneur of the period
in which she lived. Accordingly, the term social entrepreneur is used to signify the
leadership taken by Ramabai, the courage she has shown to accept the challenge, the
manner in which she organized her whole project, and addressed the social problems
confronted by women of her caste. Therefore, it was thought necessary to contextualize the
situation within which Ramabai was driven towards the achievement of a social goal. The
paper attempts to make a contextualized space-time study of Ramabai as a social
entrepreneur.

Keywords: Patriarchy; Brahmin Widows; Social Entrepreneur; Saraswati; Arya Mabhila
Samaj

Tl *folte MORICET MpAIFICcT ey el B [ e 3l fest acac
TTACT, FALNTS (@I AT ZeT 1| S TACH FA SAE @ AT SZICA
Ty RO I #1475 ot 71 | A1F A1 970 FESF AATGR @I Nph foe 1, T ALl
(T SFCE I, OIS TG e 7| 5y [feq fxey ¢ 3forn scaaaeme Toe =T
S T (@ WAWE Joor oL 8000 - Sooo RFBIE TN FICH AR SIS TNICH FACHI
A PR FT©| (12 T e RIS @3 @ifes [T et feen wfzemr
STAICEE SFAT T© AN FITo! Toce FhCo e GR et fFq-eiesm Tow

Volume-VI, Issue-VI November 2020 38



FI @I Gl ATZCIT GNP & IR e a3

@ [y S s 7o 9 g o ARk[Rees T e Nemord Aifdfgfs e
ST ZCO T ICA| AMS @A I TREIIRCIT @S CARe TARRH e 22wig
QRTFE| TI8 O3 MACH TR TEF GCHFACT CIHA 27| 2P ST Sy T T©
RGNS AFBT TV e @ ANCH FRACE AR AT AF-AIAG A, TS STAwie-
Afoofie -9T AR el AT GRCT GFN@ 7% 8 FO| W3 T LG lfelfy,
foroea, e 9%, IMRAIR € T @R [l W7 ReR @ures s @ bl
e S| SRS IS ARET 3TN 2AffEfecs T FRme s}E Safew & NiAerE
e Face VIR T eifeliY ¢ Proecar @orers @ IRoE Ifeq Smesl aFew
TG ALHIFF Sl *[oCH VRN 7Y SFCed F5F A0 FIFICR FICL AT TS
E (O FDT I HC2 30 AT Sbreb AT THILAT el SAfRRICT TR I
ATRIZ| FAS AHTF, Tl e @ JGIA 20T S8 (TR I ANIL. (BTG |
ATRIZEA Frel S8 =F @@, 270 8 Sy C3HF T ICT U2 PTalcs JEW @,
wieE JA R e SEREN ANRIEEE el e g wFge ffes, ff
JfgFeIca crifer arme R AR Gy R 270 EIeme! $9efd ICad| ©fF
ST foet WA I 21bi Oy g I St (el Tbw, Iee iR Rqea
iy ¢fe RERIT 2oce Ad) 98 & (Ie e T8 TRAICET AN =y
TR (e TSl PRIcRs o2 73, fofd arniaices Raifaer safec™ waz wig
T IRCET JH AN [T FA IC of o TRFR FEH| 92 AT FICHF &
ICF TGS FA1 T | IR, SR *[O1F fOICE TR (7l 2Z0RF (@ SR 2T
T OR IEHRACET 26a o) AACHTe 26TF T 4T 2 S 7 FARRICE 16T
G IOAIT WP FCI | SFS! NI ANRIZCTR el Srda G azd a1 Fiael, fofy
O THF WFe T TS e AR 8 W g 1 oWy @ e gieT (RS ag
g I A @z Nk rasieice fof Ty qNRR 72 TN SIS N &6
QN AN | NORET Iol-el AR AT e [Reaa T @91 @ > =7
[T AMRIE 7Y «H208 e e I TS I SNGE FCRET| S5A9-9b
AR SRR YOCHA FATHICT MBIl SIS =EF ¢ Tl TR TOCIe N A
forsl o Tga #7 ATRIZ ©IZCF ACx W O Pror (el < e Feae | A
OO AFCHH TeTHA AL THaced [ WA T Gai=i[ e Fa e
CICARCET @32 (7 2IFS i P fie [ TTsl F99 &+ @feT S| Shav
ST PO AR A ANRIZCTA Ago *F [KACT wpriyiael wiifeey @3 aAbi <y =i
MYCRR @I AR FS Afes NHCE O[T ICA | Abl aagefler Tom ANRIRET wel
Med ACe 2eT QOB TH AR @ VR Afve’ (@F (&) 3R Fazer (R
@A) ToAiface ofte w41 zafee Amasice fof vaew o fey 2@ e ¥R
FAPTO IS NG @V FCAF | FAPTOR AFIFIEA TS JETICEH AT AT |
fof Mg gremcs @ e 3R Ted orRe oo IRt Iayfe [Ra Igel fce
T FCIN| ORI TANCT ©COd TANGAIRT A Sofify a1 “ofael” | o (Aeh3
Volume-VI, Issue-VI November 2020 39



FI @I Gl ATZCIT GNP & IR e a3

SfE “sAfel IR ICT AL I To| Q7R fof Fiferst @z I 917 T Q3R
A P A6 WA S| Shbo AT FCAA @ICT IR YR AT ANRIZ
ORI Ty T «Fee *m el SRaES RfFARR@en«iRa wet ey Joa oikm
T 22 I=F IFET| A 2@ 9 @iced @ [y 741 foe oo swies fifows o3
far e ITICew fRercm Ficy AR sca fof ol oicmRge TRbwer a3k smwy
VAT e fofq ¢ of 7 [ @kt Ra@iom & % bl F919 DereRmT
WF FCAV| ORI ANCS F el o [em 90 [eave zo| o 20 I=7 3767 T
T GF IR T (A T8 YO TCN @ IS A NCHL. INEI2 (347 &S &)
fAcecs 2bfere ey QIR Ficz TN T Aogs fofd oiF =7 g7 Ica7 R oReR
A RCHITS FRFATMT (43T JIS! FIRCICE AACH 3 IR @I (AT T& FACO
fJcea G Tef Fee| ANRR QW:@ 3fo® “Stri Dharma Niti" (Morals for women)
(1882) 93 “The High Caste Hindu Women” (1888) I2wtelce fofq faq (q43y @aca
e el sifge Feace|

ATRIREE QR 8 G Ia R (i wicervas et e oo e oot
TS QIR T SIS | ARSI FProed Ie1ce @RI “Freld =P a1 “rule of the
father” | SITCAT fPrged 1CS 2B TS ARRICER ICECEHD P8 Afecs, [T ke
AT FaEe | Sy T b W3 ies I W 5Ccz| ARG o7 I
wifsuifass o< ez, faifa, =fa@rwe =) Ty 729 veaa 26 SR ISt A we todt
T, O (ACFE (T AT (T OCET &I AAGam &1 (IPred (/G AIA Aed Mgolias
A AP ST Teael 61| g i1 [qoea w4y fmew Frowifas a1 Jwaelfes
TNEHIER 2be Ioe1| AGF S ({F ¢idred, Wrged Jl +FTog GG TGS
HeETEe! TN AQEC [Fg ANEs i 91 oeEw oo goew T el
e e cftd Tid-far TR @3 SR TS e Rot afsbe zes )
[P (O1 ACBE, N AW 2FIocE AICH “IfeT® 257 3R 21 @ e et 2l
ARG IR AT FACT $F P GR A ANCEH AACRTS, FE®, Iew
REICT AT GR0T oI ZC 734

ANRBEFTNT TG 2GS AV W3 TACRR (T (@ “cef| fef 3fe e
THRFFR &) FAPTO! (RCE ST T| GTAI FIe fof 5 Mo 7o stiem
3R fiifacns epifedier vizefs ael eeifte &) orce frea wivie 7cd fofy o= Tz=it
FINCE W FoF o «iefte 2@ Frae @« €37 cifeitm T Row 3@ &y
THACNR (F4IT AT AFHT ORG! (K51 e | SeF e I=fors FAAcsr 77 I2Cq< Aiferspl
FINCE [T eTF a2l o foet) 2 KA (el 379y 2eat o™ SIeew #Jo7eTe &7 J¢
A NCT FH©| JHCH 2 2ARACF o0 7O MM | AT Prel SR 26T jIcenice
T Al Arepresad|  AFHI;ME WA -SeTRfed TR (TN eFg (o w1 IR
Wﬂﬁo—emﬁﬁ oy [RqEE IS @ | Ime “Seavw [T o3ieT

Volume-VI, Issue-VI November 2020 40




FI @I Gl ATZCIT GNP & IR e a3

AR TP Srey AT ReQIona SR Sz bie] I631 ©F A e Jqa
AIRS| ABfeTe e el A AR TH-SAPER AN S| qiF Ay (eqF
SR FFe =7 71 ©i% ©3 IMRGEE TR O FHifew, SReRe 8 AT @I
A (AP AT SFRT Foefer AT feet T@| Aot (@I AZF Flaw AT 0T ol
feer2 =11, Sreeet ReaIcy It f4rl @ weay Somie foet| (1R o @t sk smdoiea
& NG FICS ANRR AFFoIR e =1 93 AT ANRIE FHE fewidion s
QT T TS TS FCEN| FICHF FAFFA ANQIZ Y qrmerend Arienf 5w
RrIAona TICEsAR FMeR 29 T araciars g o O @0[| IR, ANRIZCAT Jrame
fReaicns sFEPTeTR Sicee Rl foe sraocas 3mE el oM 5 o
NS 2T IR o1, ANRRER AT FICHF @HCT SFACR [0 719 =6
e fTwl)

GFF AL FAIS (RTT JAICS T AT FICT ANRIE 22 I2cas fofs wrewrgsyef
I FCIF| AAAS; THACT 2oifs TqH @F A Aferdioms #ee 9 9 ARACR
facafaer s, Siora e "o fzer v afedT s TeRe; amRRes ke gy
CES é‘rwﬁ‘rﬁ”mﬁ—mwﬁi—m@rmi\mﬁﬁw ‘Morals for women * &
| GOITS; Sbrbr AN ST AC o 3¢S o] AT AT W2IF & 1S, “Hunter
Commission on Education -43 FCz fof 517 gt 7ifkeT S @2 Arwrawic o e
@, (e e 2 Woa osdl faiaRe ewe & fRree Rard s[ice Pioy aweig
Shbrd AT N Y& & AT “SIE TR AAS” TCH A 9ITT (SICE TN QF6
e Tt e 2fep™ ey 3R SToIces S A TS AFTHICeR q=el few)
Y W ANCET T A4S @Pg WA FC91 UmaChakravarti -43 ¢S, (Rewriting
History:The Life and Times of Pandita Ramabai’;1998) “Sii¥ WfZett sier” eifefoe zcaez
FTOCES SNfeTe) FAgS T «If6 1E Reied) fofve @ wfews coirw seaw @ Afee
ATRIE & @ISl ¢ ANEE FTAFE RCF VAT J& FACO (GCACRA | SR *Iorat
fEORICE UB TRFICE AWK Coirel Rqerd wrTg, o IICT R 26, I]RRAIR € JaTF
A AR I Wia 28 Begif ANIGd SMICI FCE NREART T o+ OI% T
7 FCH1 93T TP RCE  ANEIR o e ARG ACs AEAF, TR a8
S[REI I HCSHCP TCT (FCF| Shrbs AT ANFIR 217 2hepifEre 1g wAf=icad MR
& “YfE @ dfedt s 3 I fieT Tessnicr oFa emgrd o sem
FCAReT| @ e @l e e Aox e e o e (el 7o W3R afEy,
SPRY QR TF NRETE AR el To| Rele [FoH ITF9 ORCe Sbbr A
fTage @ WG W F@w, @R BT FIz AR FrFdore T A 9,
AR FC 2HCAFT WA 3R TR DI &7 (¥ T SIS AT (12 FIRC
(TGTTT FCACS (ICICE ©f6 RETR AC (MSIR FARH ¢ FC | 93 FFeR e
SFA AN [E SCeed 3 =1 AR 2AfFce RAeice @ S (@ma

Volume-VI, Issue-VI November 2020 41



FI @I Gl ATZCIT GNP & IR e a3

CITECFeT FCACT T SRR T (ST &) AT FCAF| Sbrbro TG AR 4w
f&aTCa Tovor AfREFCe &y IFPPICHIPNIRTRIN BIC (1% (A1 G BICHE SI@ce ATRIZ Shrby
AICE PrFIRICST &) SCIRFY A3 S | NCARH REF P 9T @iercs fofv wgeiegs
A PR RTS8 @THe “HAWT I BIe] FCI dbbd G| (e o™
AWl TMeTe et Bfeet Iy cRmcTa RO & 355y I (efos A
RTATeCe FIfFR @GR 57E Feaw) ANEIR e Tomie! R & (@Ife: FEH 8 bie
IEA| RIOFICT AW M #rFeerd e A e F1, AR g, [ToAvars o
e AfST @R ey R[ee, arfs bleeT @@, coiE fom afirwd @ v
ICAF| ARFOICS ANRIR O3 TR M @CY (/ATTF JAICS FABRS ICAF QIR AT ANCA
T QBB G5 2109 | @ AT o oo S SR & ) &N @7 $@ “IfE
T TN ICT COICET | QG QF FCT 9FCa 8oo TARIAICE I (WS ICWIRT F71
2| S»oo IR PRECH WY ANRIREE @gey IR 7o AfTs PRy F6 =y
A1 AT S|

AN Fg 2lfefde “oid Ffze e e 7 & g 271 Nobel Women
Society Zif*re 27 R [ #cod QIR IR [KPca NCHIETCR &y | =i FAfze
e PR ey ARE 71 @cs, TNifes ffeqifs ¢ FaR [won Sieviee of Tere
T BIe| GIIFN AMIGE SigoR »ffzfs 7 w21 acace ANRIZET @ “Stri Dharma
Niti” &t “f¥el AT T&AT BYG 1<t =7 ¢ 7 Twacda A e AR
CrE A foet =1, qreiafes swres foe of wee Awolzel| s e e ¢
ofw Afeat 9 fzel G| FCTRIT ARFTT TAT T4 MPTSCA TOII5IT SRR O
ol R 2l TTTICT FCE IFFRCE OIF SR ANCHABAT NCH FIACRRCTT @
“TE (AN TP (R0 I A, (ON AIFECE 8 TFCed W0 g #Aeres
OIS LA ¢ A4 AT TH® | dpo8 HC SRCed Al Al 42y Fory fofy
ST (Tgg FCAT| Svobr G FAMCB, SpdR A [@IFIRCS GR dp0 I Gl ©l©
et ARECTE SfHCTIN GTICDe O (Tgg (| SIFeed A4 COIRFIC SCAlee
AT 8 AR SSCATTOIT TG fRea| WY =Y I27 R (SIS WA (T9g
ST AT S50 ACA @RIR A (SHIKFR Sfere 27| AN @FRCT AWl Gl
TG ToICTar R |
R o AMRIZET AfoTS SRR G 26 fes EEieed fefece ifzees
ST @ AW AR tfes waar 7o | =[agery ¢ GRRGCa A
SN SRACR 2igfod TR FIcE 2@ Sal (Rl jgR W IS FAF P
ICARC | RIS AWRR [Foga 29w wfeel sqams, [T F5m iy e oy oo
AR a3 T oA SR FCafReEe | o SRR 2 I=F W SR TRy e
FCAMRCAT QIR S5 A ¢ «fele L8 IRF YT VAT ASTR G @ FCIF T S
Volume-VI, Issue-VI November 2020 42




FI @I Gl ATZCIT GNP & IR e a3

ol @ <pTeifs 7oy Feafecem M=l oy wwfire a3 a3t afe fie citee orea
WY 2| AR QCAT I T2 AR A& MA@ AT FRHICER [P
IR FCARCAT| OE AT FAFCTA & dodd A o 7w Sl qN=IE “F-
B-fem” I oo FCa| oI TNy b ArengSIcT SIRee A TR AL
S[TFAG 3® FCARET | T */F OIS FAPICIT A I ANRNZCIT G0 AP CIFIo(00
EIf FCA ©fFt WWIFCE FIGM© TG “A. B. Shah” -4 NCS, GF&w (=145 Aol AT
YA SRCed A ARl QR T Sy @l SRR ReTd Wife s Feaw|
FFTONEEF @ FATFRIDRN FACH (NI, Ao, AT @ e ey ool ool (1T
AECHT SR 0O FCACR AR AT S TSI FAI@ICF AT Aot Feaees, sfoe
AR SICA TCKY G| #{fo! AMRIRCIT M R J0o! Il TR SF@ICE SHS
C2RT '@ TR (SR | NI MANQICH SIS Gb FCH QoCS TH FCICZ

Reference:

1. Gauba, O.P., Indian Political Thought, Mayur Books, 4226/1, Ansari Road, Darya Gani,
New Delhi- 110002, 2018.

2. Chakravati, Uma, 1998.Rewriting History: The Life and Time of PanditaRamabai. New
Delhi: Kali for women.

3. “PanditaRamabai’s Story in Her Own Words” RamabaiMukti Mission P. O. BOX 1912,
Clinton N. J. 18809.

4. Kosambi, Meera, 1998.”Women Emancipation and Equality: PanditaRamabai’s
Contribution to Women’s Cause “, Economic and Political Weekly, 29 October:47.

5. Hazard, Sonia, “Pundit Ramabai Student, Seeker and Visionary leader”, Focus Asia
Pacific, June 2009 Vol 56.

6. Ridgway, John, “PanditaRamabaiSaraswati (1858-1922) the struggle of an insider in the
Indian context”, Chennai 31st Oct, 2007; Denver 29 feb 2008.

7. “Short Biography of Ramabai “. 25 May 2015.

8. “Women’s History Month: PanditaRamabai" Women’s History Network. 11 March
2011.

9. RamabaiPandita"The High Caste Hindu Women", Reprinted, Maharashtra State Board
of Literature and culture, Bombay. 1887, 1981

10. RamabaiPandita— Indian Christian and Reformer. (23April 1856 in Karnataka) — 5 April
1922.

11. Ramabai Sarasvati(Pandita) ; Pandita Ramabai(2003). Pandita Ramabai’s American
Encounter: Indiana University Press. PP. 29-30.1SBN 0-253-21571-4.

12. Ramabai Pandita— Book in Kannda (1962) Pub by Christ Sahitya Sangha, Bangalore.

13. “Insight into child Theology thought the Life and Work of Pandita Ramabai’’Paper For
Oxford Center for Mission Studies, Tuesday 31 October 2006.

14. Kosombi, Meera, “Indian Response to Christanity, Church and Colonialism, Case of
Ramabai Economic and Political weekly, October 24.31.1992.

Volume-VI, Issue-VI November 2020 43



